Workshop 1: What is Academic Literacy when it’s in my classroom?  Dr Sioux McKenna, 

University of Kwa-Zulu Natal, South  Africa 

“Academic language is no one’s mother tongue”  (Bourdieu and Passeron 1994: 8)

Academic Literacy can be said to be the ways in which students must read, write, speak, listen, even be, for success in the University.

To be academically literate is to be proficient in the way in which knowledge is constructed within the discipline.

But what are the academic literacy practices of our own discipline that we’re meant to help students acquire?

How do we do this alongside the mountains of content that has to be covered?

This workshop takes a brief look at a few theories of academic literacy before moving into an exploration of ways in which we can develop the academic literacies of our students through everyday teaching, learning and assessment practices. Participants will look at various scaffolding techniques designed to the mysteries of academic literacy a little less opaque and will get the chance to develop some activities for their own classes and assessments.

Dr Sioux McKenna will facilitate this fun and hands-on workshop. Sioux investigated the ways in which academic literacies were constructed at one South African institution for her PhD and has since published various articles and made numerous conference presentations on this issue.  She has been closely involved in first year teaching, particularly at Foundation level, for many years, but now teaches and supervises on Higher Education Master’s and Doctoral programmes at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.  Her current research interests include institutional and national quality assurance mechanisms.  She serves on the HEQC Programme Accreditation Committee and acts as a reviewer for various journals.  She tries very hard to make people think that she is academically literate.

